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down clearly and
correctly in the
Lutheran Book
of Concord. 1
came for three months to help the
Department of Evangelical Theology of the
\ University of Klaipeda Humanities Faculty
in Klaipeda, Lithuania, on the coast of the
Baltic Sea. The three month stay was soon
followed by three months more in Klaipeda
and an additional teaching assignment at the
new Evangelical Lutheran Seminary in
LA Novosibirsk, Russia. In December 1999, 1
Uik was called to the seminary to continue my
" ' work here and elsewhere under the
direction of the president of the seminary.
This has entailed five years as a faculty
member at the University of Klaipeda,
numerous trips to the seminary in
Novosibirsk, as well as lectures at the
seminary of the Ingrian Evangelical
Lutheran Church in St. Petersburg,
Russia. For the last four years, I have
served as theological consultant to the
Bishop and Consistory of the
Lithian Church. Every ”
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month I teach Lutheran Theology to
Lithuania public school teachers who are
assigned the responsibility to teach religion
in public schools, and I hold a monthly
seminar with Lithuanian pastors to continue
their theological training. I speak regularly
in the deaneries of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Latvia, our neighbor to the north,
and hold a monthly seminar for Latvian
pastors in Riga, Latvia. In addition, I
occasionally teach theological courses at the
Luther Academy in Riga. I have also taught
in Estonia, Finland, and Sweden.

When I first arrived in Klaipeda in April
1999, I sat down in my room, bowed my
head, and asked our Lord: “What on earth
am I doing here so far from home in this
foreign land?’ Nine years later, I must say
that the answer is still unfolding! W\

Rev. Dr. Charles J. Evanson
is Pastor Emeritus of Redeemer
Lutheran Church, Fort Wayne,
Indiana, and is currently serving
in Klaipeda, Lithuania.
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The Hill of Crosses in Siauliai,
Lithuania, is one of the most
mysterious, beautiful, and
spiritual places in the country.
Decorated with thousands of
crucifixes, the Hill of Crosses
is a long-standing Lithuanian
tradition of individual devotion
at a single, sacred place.




